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SUBJECT: SOVIET REPORTING ON THE RETURN OF THE CROWN OF ST. STEPHEN 

REE. BUDAPEST 0139 

1 . SOVIET REPORTING ON THE RETURN OF THE CROWN OF ST. 

STEPHEN HAS BEEN SPARSE. IZVESTIYA OF JANUARY 6 CARRIED 
A REPORT PROM IT CORRESPONDENT IN BUDAPEST ON THE 
ARRIVAL ON JANUARY 5 OF THE AIRCRAFT CARRYING THE CROWN, 

WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS THE "PRECIOUS HISTORICAL 
PROPERTY OF THE HUNGARIAN PEOPLE." THE REPORT STATES 

THAT THE DECISION TO RETURN THE CROWN DESPITE CONSERVATIVE 
OPPOSITION IS REGARDED IN BUDAPEST AS THE "LOGICAL 
CONSEQUENCE OF THE PROCESS OP DETENTE" AND AS EVIDENCE 
OF SOCIALIST HUNGARY'S GROWING INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITY. 
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2. PRAVDA OF JANUARY 9 REPORTED THAT AT HIS PRESS 
CONFERENCE IN BUDAPEST SECRETARY VANCE STATED THAT 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OP THE HELSINKI ACT IS A LENGTHY 
PROCESS AND THAT THE BELGRADE CONFERENCE IS THE 
FIRST STEP ON THAT PATH. PRAVDA OF JANUARY 10 
CARRIES A TWO-SENTENCE REPORT OF THE RETURN OF 

THE CROWN BY SECRETARY VANCE, STATING THAT THE 
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RETURN IS THE RESULT OE REPEATED DEMANDS BY THE 

HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT. EINNALLY, IZVESTIYA OE 

JANUARY 9 ANSWERS A QUESTION EROM A READER CONCERING THE 

CROWN. THE HISTORY OF THE CROWN IS BRIEELY 

REPORTED. THE RETURN OE THE CROWN, DESCRIBED AS 

"A UNIQUE RELIC OE HUNGARIAN HISTORY," IS SAID 

TO BE A "MANIFESTATION OE DETENTE, EVIDENCE OE 

THE HIGH INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITY" OE HUNGARY. 

MATLOCK 
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